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Pebdle in the Sky

¥ith apologies: to Asimov, the title of this editorisl comments upon the odd
controversy in wixich I have been injected, Of coures, I took 1t upon myself to
write a few words.conmcerming the situation, 8o I am nct entirely beyond the
role of devil's advocate.

At the outset, I mever held the position that the Teotomic Strain Theory (TST)
vas entirely w1 thout merit, amd in fact have made statements to this effect on
several occasiomsy However, sinoe my criticiemsz have seen print, several
individuals have taken my comments as personal affrontis; upon their integrity,
and have choasn to respomd in a rather personal mammer, a sanner in which I
mimicked quite effectively,

Recently, I have been asked to write an article on the TST for a major UPO
jourmal, and my thanks are due to Jerry Clark - for his offer, Because of this,
I will mot detail my constructive criticisms of the TiT at this point, and I
will refer the resder to some references of mote; listed at the end of this
editorial; I will, however, describe the sequence of «vents leading up to this
present oituatiom,

Michsel Persinger has: been writing articles on the theme of the TST for
many yearssnow, and I first read some of his work in the jourmal,

in the later 1970'e{ T™is: was roughly ccincidental with the
pudblication of the dook he coauthored with Gyslaime Lafremiere, titled 1%%
me It was an interesiing effort to quan

rtean resmarch using sta [ analyses performed on computer, bringing
together UFOm bigfoot, poltergeists, sh falls and practically everything
elss, advanci the theory that admormml geophysical conditions produce or are
otherviss oatﬁyata to produce thess transient events, A mice theory, but how
did 1t mesh with reality? My concern at that time was: that it Seemed to try and
1ink everything together, and I 4idn't think that the universe was: that aimple
to,allow a geophyeicel explamation for everything.

Coincidentally, about the same time, I was studyimg Lamar Transient Phenomens
(LTP) at the Glemlea Astrommical Observatory, amd fournd that Perainger made
enggestions adout their causs, dased om his; -‘:ati-tmul calculations using
geophysical data, in particular the solar vimd's influence; Moat ufologists
do ot kmov that ome of the major comtridbutors: to the knmowledge of LTP was: none
other tham J, Allem Hymek, who vas' head of & project it Corraiitos Obeervatory
for & time; At any rate, the most favored explemation for LTP bdoils down to &
comdimation of the solar wimd and poor seeimg conditiomm, although I have
argued that residual ont@luw from the imterior of he Moor may be a
contributing factor. Persinger's calculations showed “hat leass than 25% of the
variance of geowagmetic evemts: and LTP turmed up, a value that he himself
describes as "marginal®; The statistics failed to shoir anything but a very weak
correlatiom, probably because the data he used involved so many other variables,
such as ne{ng condi tions{ In other wordes, it was the data that was at fault,
not Persinger,

It wasn't until sowe time later that I began examinming the TST in amy great
detajl; Possibly it was the infamous: NOVA episode on UPOs that sparked my
curiosity more fully. In it, Pereinger implied that Travis Walton's experience
and reported adbductiom was; due merely to the effect of electromagnetic activity
on Walton's: brain, essemtially, shorting him out; On the same show, Brian
Brady showed how small spar -like lights (he insisted they were not sparks)
could be produced by a rock sample stressed to the breaking point, It was
implied that this was what Val Johnson saw near Grand Porks (actually near
Stephen, Minnesota), but on a larger scale, Immediately, I was intriqued; Rock
under stress, near Grand Porks? Pascinated, I telephoned Brady in Colorado,
seeking more information. I found him quite pleasant to talk with, and he
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described some of his current experiments; I ssked him about Persinger, amnd he
adwi tted that Persinger's theory did temd to stretch things “a bitec bv'at vas
othervise sound; He sent me some of his ourrent papers, and I read %hsl with
interest, But I found that nowhere 4id he address the problem of the light
creation directly in those papers.; Essentially, the NOVA demonstation had never
been described in scientific journals?

Now, I'd be the first to say that that fact was not significant, 1f 1t vasm't
that ferainger was continuing to publish articles citing Brady's work, And, I
asked some geologists about the mechamics of the TST, to which I received sowe
astonishing replies; Some harumphed, and others laughed; mwost didm't want to
get involved with somwething as '111678" UPOs, least of all a psychologist who
pudblished papers on geophysics and 8, The psychologiste I spoke with were
even worse: they didn't want to get involved, period, since geophysics vas not
in their field.

The pattern ewerged slowvly; Persinger consistently cited himself and Brsdy in
his articles; Geophymiciste; weren't reading them and psychologists couldn't
follow them; Bven ststisticiams found them 4iff cult to fathom, Something was
intui tively wrong somewhere;

Out of deterwination to understamd the theory, I took it upon myself to etudy
the TST in des&«il, drawing on the resources of psychologiet®, geophysicists and
statisticians for explanations: and advice; I even took an advanced geo sics
ocourew to- understand the mechamics involved; At this point, I wondered if Bredy
Poruinger had stumdbled ontc & great discovery, since they were being generally
ignored by the soientific comsurdty. I was evem surprised to receive several
telephone calls from Persinger himself at my work mumber (how he got it as _
amyone's guess). He was pleasant, although somevhat abru t, and was pleased
that T had set out to substantiate the TST, using lamtoga data; This was not
untrue, since at the time, my reasoning included the idea that if the TST could
explain UPOs, then why were there UPO reports in the tectonmically-inactive
province of ﬁuutobat Persinger gssured me that he had found that his theory-
worked for Mani toba UPOs as well; He encouraged me to use statistical methods
to &how this for Mami toda.

Except that there are mo tectomic events eabove mormal background noise in
Mani toba; My advisors fourd the entire motion abesurd; Fo seismic events, but
lots (and lots) of UPO repcrts, Hence: the TS? carmmot be universally correct;

But Persinger insists that his TST does mot require seismic events to de
present, only a “strain field®; Not eurprisingly, I found that seismologists
don't understand the mechanics of a strain field very well, and I soon found
myself in the realm of earthquake prediction; Persinger had aleo found himself
at this.point, since he began associating with John Derr, a reputadble
geophysicist wvho has; written exteneively on earthquake l_{@tt: In fact, as &
good ufologist should, I had read Derr's: papers much esrlier am a matter of
course, Recently, Derr presented s paper at the AGU, suggesting that UFOs and
earthquake lights are caused by the seme process, Except that UPOs are caused
by events; of less; than m tude 2, and prodbadbly magmitude 1, Oh, yes, such
events; are generall% not detectable,

And then there's Devereux; Paul Devereux has: published his own book, and
some articles in New Scientist, describing his piesoelectric theory o} uvroe
as;due to rock stress; As one might guess, he cited both Persinger and Brady
in support of his theory, But once again, if the UPOs in Britain were caused
by rock under stress and this stress could not be detected, and there was no
one-to-one correspondence between UPO report and seiemic event, then how could
1t be determined that the stress was the cause, and not aoneth.{ng else
entirely?

Persinger did something similar; he correlated raw UFO data with tectomic
events, and found a high correlation, although his high correlations are so-so
correlations to other statisticians, But, as I pointed out, raw UPO data .-
includess a l1arge percentage of misidentifieds like planes and stars,




“wrote a letter to CUPOS, rebutting

Therefore, I found it strange that misidentifieds would follow the same
statistical distribution as the "real® UPOs, However, Persinger waved this
argument off in his papers, and I felt this was not sufficient.

At rate, I mentioned Devereux's work (and taat of the Vestigia group in
the USA) in my major paper reviewing tg: ;SI :gr gg;og gf l§<{tnlgonnen§§::ed
D ‘ aper I'wrote on the T or the ¢ ewsletter. Deve
b gl remarks and defending his version of the
7S?, while cautiously pointing out differences between the versions of himself
and Persinger; He, like Persinger, lightly diamissed critics of his theory
without addressing the major concerns,

The most recent development is that Persinger has gublished a seven-page
"Reply to Rutkoweki® in & Mo (v.60, 1985, p.;575-582),
using the concept of filibuster as an art form. ¥Wnile not l-ying that my
oriticieme were invalid, he complainmas that such criticisms stand in the way of
inmovation and amalytic techniques, himdering the discovery process, He is

three-page article,
funds to

contd
remsarch exists, I still say
deal more atudy and te
soientific commumi

It smems. that :
sutmit payment to see articles in print. It cost ue over y
not including the time and effort spent doing research,
Persinger, being the head of the Department at Laurentian, can use-departmental

‘puhliah or perish®: Plus, he is (as: he reminds us) s PnD, vhile I
have only scratched the surface of & Master's; Clsarly, he is the expert, to
& certain degree;,

effectively challenging me to reply in primt, but thia has-left me stymied;
; 1a & "pay journal®

So, where does this;leave the TST? Persinger, Derr, Brady and Devereux.

Stop that comet

Allowing Haliey's comet to bring new disasters would be foolish

The world has enough threatening crises to confront
without accepting yet another. Here comes Halley's
comet, a phenomenon that has heralded catastrophes
since before history l&egan. Halley's missile is now
racing to earth at 73, miles per hour. It must be
stopped, preferably by a pre-emptive nuclear strike.

A comet like Halley's, some say, brought extinction
to the dinosaurs. Others reckon it was the precursor of
Herod's slaughter of the innocents. In 1066, Halley's
comet was unarguably the harbinger of King Harold's
defeat. In 1456, Pope Calixtus I1f condemned it as an
agent of the devil. And in 1910—as it streaked across
the skies of Sarajevo—Mark Twain, Tolstoy, Florence
Nightingale and King Edward VIl died.

alixtus was right. With the power of nuclear de-
struction at its fingertips, the world cannot atford to risk
allowing Halley's comet to return in 1986. The credulity
of comet-struck crowds in the third world will be
exploited by unscrupulous politicians and holy men.
Elsewhere, it will again bring vapours to our weaker
sex. In 1910, women in Chicago boarded themselves
into their houses to escape comet gas. People who last
year bought more than 1m Boy George records and
watched many hours of Dallas cannot be immune.

Annihilation aside, Halley’s comet will damage the

mue to pudblish articles, citing each other because no other supportive
that it's not a bad theory, but it needs a great
before it should be endorsed

world economy and the environment. Businessmen are
busily preparing to turn valuable raw matenals into
comet memorabilia. Because much of the memorabilia
will be produéed in Asia and turned to garbage in
America. it will increase the strains caused by Ameri-
ca's worsening trade deficit as well as add to the
pollution of the environment, both of which are unde-
sirable in a mid-term election year.

Protection from such dangers is by itself worth the
vast resources which a nuclear strike against the comet
will require. But the endeavour will also leave lasting
benefits. For peace, it will help overcome a psychologi-
cal barrier facing the Geneva talks: instead of disman-
tling their hard-won missiles, generals will be able to sce
them off in a blaze of glory. For Dr Strangeloves, the
comet-stopping mission will provide real star-wars
experience. And there is power to win.

Any nation willing to send the products of the best
minds of a generation and i »igmﬁcumronion of its gnp
hurtling into space to blast a ball of ice three miles
across will be tzeated very carcfully by its neighbours.
The nation that hits the comet, at a distance of 37m
miles, will gain new respect worldwide. Let next
Monday be the day when statesmen take the first step
towards acomet-free future.
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UFO AND PSI PARALLELS by Roy Bauer

Although researchers studying the UFG phenomenon usually don't exam-
ine paranormal(PSI) events such as extrasensory perception(ESP), psy-
chokenisis(PK) or apparitions, these two areas of the unexplained ex-
hibit many similarities.

The most common and puzzling characterietic shown by both UFOs and
PSI 18 their apparent ability to defy presently known laws of physics
during the course of ger{orning a certain task., This is best demonstr-
aited by the common ability of UFOs to accelerate to incredible speeds
from practically a stand still or to execute right angle maneuvers while
crusing at speeds w2ll above any presently known flying technology. This
apperent disruption of physical laws also occurs in psf happenings. PSI
events consist mainly of the ability to recieve or transmit inforwation
without the use of the five senses, Also included is the ability of
living beings to influence animate or inanimate matter at a distance
without physical coatact, Such events as ESP,PK,apparitions and psychic
healing as with UFOs, seem to be pointing out fin-- in the way we are
presently interpreting reality,

The other parallet between UFO and PSI phenomena which incidentally
has also been the mnst frustrating, is the lack of evidence which would
enable one to demonstrait aciontif{c proof in the eyes of scientists,
With UFOs the evidence usually consists of a photogragh, physical evidence
or eye witness accounts, This evidence is usually dismissed as fraud,
misidentifications or psychological delusions., The same is true and
even more 8o with y;rafaychology. Unlike with UFOs, with PSI one is
examining a process rather than a object, As a result parapsychologists
can examine the phenomena under strictly controlled conditions, changing
specific variables to determine their effect on the outcome of the ex-
periment, Yet as with UFO evidence, the critics are never satisfied.
They argus that the statisics ‘are being manipulated to suit the out-
come or that the stutistics are not significant. Most criticized is the
lack of repeatability and experimenter fraud. As with UFO evidence most
of the criticisms are unwarrented and weak, yet they continue to exsist.

Another fommon cheracteristic is the lbiiity to influence matter or
iruvity. This is usually accomplished through materializations, demater-
alizations and levitations, Besides the ability to hover ltntlonnry
for extended periode of time, reports of UFOS instantly vanishing or
appearing have been documented. These characteristics are comparable
to poltergeist outbreaks where heavy objects have known to have been
levitated and hurled¢ across the room. Also a few famous psychics such
as D.D. Home and religous figures have been obeerved self levitating
infront of witnesses. A few rare physical mediums have been known to
nake obJjects appear or disappear., A similar phenomenon has also been
witnessed in poltergeist incidents where stones have been known to
appear from nowhere raining on or even in a home. Other phenomenon
although extremly rere are the reports of fires or puddles
of water appearing with no apparent cauee,

Finally although not the last similarity shared by UFOs and PSI is
£SP. In some contaciee cases witnesses claim the occupants comaunicated

nonverbally with thea. They believe that during that time they could
understand what the occupants weretrying to communicate to them. ESP
whether spontaineoue or controlled in a laboratory environment, suggests
that man has the
thinking.

undeveloped ability to know what his fellow man is




UFO and PSI phenomena have many interesting parallels. The purpose

of comparing UFOs and PSI was arbitrary, I could have used Big foot
and the Loch Ness Monster as a example of two phenomena which have
definite similarities.This article demonstraits that benifits may

be derived by overlapping ones area of study with other similar areas
inorder to profit from and contribute to other researchers.As it

is true in the field of medicine it is likewise true when applied to
the unexplained: all the individual areas must be examined in order

for the whole to be understood.

$307. Padagey, M. A. (Lsurentian U, Ennironewratal Pyycho-
ysology Lab, Sudbury, Canada) Geophysical variables and
man behavior: XVlll. Expected perceptual characleristics
and local distridbutions of close UFO reports. Percepinal &
Nunr Skdis, 1984(Jun), Vol S&3) 931-959. —Dur.\mn lh‘
h that the {1 thas could
nymg oh,u:i (UFO) mpon: m:lude a l&lmﬂuﬂ todm tha

quuknkhmm-dlnul fmll systems and the mulnmmd
-ﬂparu mnphy pealogy, and Iunum dructuwres s
of char, ik S lectrics, and other

EM equivak I - d that d from recens
labonalory expariments show that the major ‘visual, kinetic, and EM
features of chose UFO reports can be capluned. Since clusters of
UFRO repors or “Map penads™ ase oftea accompansed by social
anarm, thee 1 (applacd wouily) may he usaful for
fiekd srentists who must predict when and where the
could occur. Ilnmluddllulhun-xumhmh-(a
most UFO repans ween the
knowledge and -w“mloﬁ:pa d the pophyncal uul bchvlral
waonces. (27 «ot) —Juurnal abstract

e Huthowkl Qiris A. (U Manitoba, Winnipeg, Canads)
Geophysical variables and human behaviar: XVI. Some crith
cisms. Perceptual & Mowr Skills. l')u(jun). Vol S41), 840-842.
—Cootends that there are several pr b
data 10 1) the textonc stran |hmry ('IST) ol unideniified dym|
obgect (UFO) ':F'u The statistical studses that suggesl a correla-
ioa between rcport numbers and geophysxcal phroamena
show rel hips between the bles only when the optimal
acrements of time and space are wsed Countless other vanables
may hszrucnl or occur within the straa field's penmeter, and these
may influence any correlated effects. A rare geophysical
noa called unhquh lightniag dﬂphn some fcponad UFO
characteristics (e g, luminous bodsa of Lght), however, this
phenomenon only occun shonly before or after an canthquake.
UFO dats come from sources of varyng degrees of creditelity and
have inherent Maws in denign (e g, subjective obacrvations). It
sugpnied that the TST my be used in Mudics dnuknnrnlm
of ocdinary phemnmens and geophyuaal cffects W doscover the
interactions beiweea these pheummren and the bumas braia. (11 ref)
—P. D. Burke
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Jerusalem, 6000 CE — Highly placed sources an-
nounced taday that the Creator of the Universe
has decided ta recall the human race, effective
immediately. Citing “operational faults™ not
covered by the Creator's orjginal warranty —
known as the Rainbow Covenant— a spokesman
for the Creitor, MashiachBen David, said the
recall was announced with “profound regret.” He
added, “Apparently nobody bothered to read the
Insructions™ (a'thick bocklet known as ‘the
Bible'), and cited such breaches as war, famine,
racism, and television commercials. Represen-
tatives of the human race reacted with disap-
pointment to the announcement, but lions and
lambs were seen celehrating into the night.
(Steve Lipman)
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‘Library’ on block

CINCINNATI — The home of a
wuman ance found trapped in a cave-ia
of her @-umne collectian of oewsps-
pers may be s0id to pay the city for the
cost of bauling the paper away, the
puardian of the woman's estate sald.

Laura Muckerteide died last week at
age 74 as pallce were taking ber from a
bote] where sbe had been living to a

“Do you belicve in booze on other planets?”

by 8ab Thavep

I THINK THEY'RE
USER MANUALS.
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deﬁhnlnmuhd ;
buing. | can tfl you thing you wan't bflewe. , -
Towarty yen ago | told Sum ol the hook would be domd, - *
There would be stle In the coflegm, e in the <
dlutlwldhﬂmbm-u‘d-dkhmmm
told me, “Thet’s ridicdas”. But it happaned, And they stfl ey its
Mluuﬁ'ﬂnhﬂ”w-hm‘
They woukin't accept thet. 2
h—dmn--h"..mdh-ﬂ-
world and that thoutudip s apuwfchl. femas | know FO®
sbout black @an | do whits, | know my neseds end revsdnam,

| know my nidan s to be whet it s rwasw for me to be — thet
(s the lsw of rwtuwre sswywtwre. There are differemt ardan of being,
and | call upan the farom of retsre 0 withas thet | heve evivan
ond | heve mid that no ondur has 8 rightt %o brirings wpan the righ, ..
dmutd“‘h-a-ﬁhhmu’“ 23 1-:
welgh of being, st @8 esxch ool hes e cwn vRwstion, My NQ_Y
memsreren of race ls rete of vibretion—beams, reya_.in the o
Mdﬂ.ml’n_d“ml—hﬁﬁv“ P
d'vyml*'-u-iqdﬂ.v yw-.ﬂ&» o
e of en engel In Chpdm,. e
| never e to be o pert of phwent Eer®h, and | Aid owwything
not 10 be 8 part of It. | never weved thelr marey or their fome, .
end avything | do for s pharwt Is bxman the Oweor of the -
Urdverw Is makirg me do it_If | can just void it, then you heve

s clan Dot in e Univers where Esth ormswes, and If | hew
vy way |l void R, 00 | can make the BRie full yvth. Bxarm R
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Mwul‘nmwhnmmd
hem. I’'m going to hest them end best tham end best them. If
you e me pleying !sfore black folka, you'N me they’re
comfortsble tecam I’m playing bemnty end they’re ugly{lcan  .*
dures Negram end whitis t00 with my sounda. A good .
wash would be lovery for tham,

At one time | feit thet white penple were ®o biamas for every-

thing, tut then | found out they’re st Rpped and pswre of

some other grestr furce, which has been using them. And giving i
them e lot of maney end glving tham everything to make them
Gunl, “Oh well, I'm augreva.” It foolsd them — made a fool out
of THEM %00 — and sleo made 8 fool out of blaeck people. Save 3
foree ls heving 8 good time off both of them, end locking, evjoying
(onit in @ resyved met, -wM"l“wOmMum
Oweko ", .ty - *w X X .

Every time they bypen who hed “,vd'r
wrwhin, Sy wil hawe 0 go sl the wey beck t© Uy to find

out whet wes happsiing .. . If here s sthing they wre agpam
0 do et ¢ carmin thwe and they dont do it, then everything is ol
wrony for tham. Locking st the state of the world todey, | can =37
19y yeo, Oy et huve bypmmmd @xrerthing of velue. . . It will 7
s o muster ik 10 do STything sbout It . . bamam hurwrdty
s very vest and very 'woived and an ordinery man aan‘t tackle it

It’s %00 big. He cant do @vything sbout it, tecm he'Nl heve to
wdwyerd ovarything et one time end then st other timaes know
rothing et e, He'N heve to be the epitome of wisdam end the

ha rever dane evyhing for me Bt try 10 stop ma, Ty t Fukemlly
my e-cafted Life ugly like it did the rest of biack penple, end
tried to make me ewrvhip 8 god thet they reds, end now the
forom of the Univers are tgh@nirg up on planat Ewrth, and they
ore in porfact apesvemt with me and | em o witram ageinst this
plenet, becmas they are not wiNpping the O'ewior end they
hove no exumm for Aighting eguiret me, and all | vernad to do wes
heip. Everytving they did I’m going to put on the buuks, on the
books of hasven hseif, bacsue there is no exass for people being
the wey they ere, end | em not going to forgive avytxdy. | don't
care whether they are purple, yellow, gremn, black, whits, or eny
other culowr |'ve never asen before . . . Whan peaple try to dmtroy
the kindnam end fove in o pren, they dmwrve the Cudia diman-
sions thet the Cremtor can cast upon them. | em not going to prey
for them, bacsum eough good men have preyed for them end dled
for tham. | em not sesking power. | am not seeking lesdership — |
will lead nothing like humana. The ondy remon I’m here is thet the
Crestor got me here sgeinst my will. If | can get out of in eny wey
enlightening this planet |1 do 50 with the grestest of plessure end
let them stay in their darkness, crueity, hetred, ignorence end the
other things they got in their housss of deceit.

We need to get off this planet s fast as pomsible. We'd better be
out there when here biows up.

COULDN'T spproach black people with the

truth because they like lies. They live lies. They
sy “‘Love thy neighbour es thyseif*’, but | don’t see them doing
that. ldon't hrmk of Nogroes ox my brothers . .. I'm 8 dmon.

& hug dapth of goea.

But propds Ghwey? mem 10 rpject the Pood Tl in the e il
1 very hard to deverop & men who spesks of love and non-

vivience, ke Mertin Luthwr King. Very hard. And then the

world dmvoys Nm . . . Savething will heve to take his place.

And » time will come when the forces thet give things will sey,
::-!an't—nma\h'wy.nmﬁlmm

This & where e hipsiss come in. They know thet. They don’t
know exactly whet it is but they feel it, tecme this | hrarth
Gits tham, “You have got to changs this, you‘ve got to go enuther
way.” And they know thet It’s a good sign for 8 race when you
hove sarme pexple who resily recognize thet. You heven’t hed thet
100 much in the blect race.

| think in wrms of & neturad being. | don't think in terms of 8
apreme bteing, tarmrm everything is pert of him. He wouldn‘t

be a.greme; It’s kst tort of pert of him, Not necemwily ‘divine’.
Divine ssems to be synony n with thing good. . . Whatever
is controlling this whole thing is not recemarily good . .. This
natural being is neithur resily good nor evil. Don‘t think of people
3 bad or good. Nora of them are good, but they cen do some
good things. | would 18y none of them sre bed, but they can do
some bed thinga,

When wmebody’s loved, they don’t destroy.

1| would tell people on this planet that there sre forces: their job

is 1o slow you up. And you supposed 1o keep moving.

The Quantavolution Books

In the mid-1960's Alfred de Grazia, then one of the leading
Professors of Social Theory in the United States, became aware of
the books written by Doctor Immanuel Velikovsky, who claimed that
catastrophic planetary collisions had occurred a few thousand
years ago. Velikovsky believed these collisions had shaped the
Earth's Surface and human history.

The violent reaponse of university scientists to Velikovsky's
work aroused de Grazia's curiosity. He checked Velikovsky's work
and found it to be sound. Soon, de Grazia, too, was exploring the
consequences of catastrophic interplanetary events as shapers of

_both the environment and of human culture.

Cosmic Catastrophism, especially if recent, still has not
found favour with most scholars despite much physical evidence
acquired in space. Catastrophism is harder to ignore in 1985 than
before the Space Ags when Vel 1kovsky wrote Worlds In Collision.

Readers will find de Gracia's story interesting and
believable. In his books de Gracia's grants only a million year
history to the Earth, and for humankind he suggests a much shorter
cultural lifetime than is common elsewhere.

& .

The ten volumes of de Grazia's Quantavolution Series is
available in Canada at the same discount given to American readers
by Metron Publicatidns of Princeton, NJ. Metron Canada sells the
10 book swt for $ 210 (Canadian Dollars) post-paid. This
represents a 25% discount SAVING YOU $73.45 over the retail price
in Canadian Dollars.

Two alternativs package-sales are avajilable until the end
of July 1985.

Set of five books:
Chaos and Creation, God's Pire, Lately Tortured
Earth, Solaria Binaria, and Cosmic Heretics

Special Price 15% off postage included
Your cost $143.30 saving $25.10

Two book combination:
Solaria Binaria and Cosmic Heretics

Special Price 8% off postage included
Your cost $59.45 saving $5.15

ORDER from Metron Canada, P.O. Box 2192, Lethbridge AB,
PREPAY by cheque payable to EARL MILTON.
DELIVERY by Parcel Post to any postal adddress in Canada.

T1J 4K7.
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Yet Another Controversy

I also became involved recently in an argument regarding the evolution of
sclence fiction literature and fandom itself. I suppose the beginning was
when Mike Daly made some rather disparaging comments about the Winnipe
Science Fiction Society, in a letter to Garth Spencer () R Js
His rather bad innaccuracies sent several people scrambling to their type-
writers, myself included, in order to set the record straight. The summary
of the corrected version of the history of Winnipeg SF was published by
Gzrth Spencer ( e R , Jan.1985), and included comments by me,
Randy Reichardt and Chester Cuthbert. (I note that even this published
version does not mention the major contributions of Garth Danielson, in-
cluding his publication of BOOWATT over a period of several years, nor the
work of Steve George, who published Universe, Zozma and now SFEAR.)

The major bone to pick, though, seemed to be the changes that SF had gone
through since "the good old days” of the 1970°'s (remember them?). David
Hartwell has described this change in his recent book, Anatomy of Wonder,
where he observes that SF has become increasingly "pop”-oriented. Recent SF
cons have included fantasy, gaming, D&D, El1fquest, comics and whatnot, seem-
ingly lacking the SF they proclaim themselves to be. A possible exception
to this is the inclusion of Trek material. Ben Bova has defended this shift
in a recent letter to Publjsher's Weekly, where he expressed pleasure that
SF was evolving to reflect interests in video games and the rise in role-
playing games. Of course, hard-core SF fans rarely read any Bova, so the
matter becomes an argument of taste.

I think the main reason for the complaints is because so puch science
fiction literature is being largely ignored in favour 'of trivial works
destined for predetermined markets of uncritical consumers of one or more
particular genres. These formula books are generally unimaginative, though
addicts of the fields concerned swear by their high quality. The best
analogy is probably the Harlequin Romanc€é novel, in compari3on to romance
literature of considerably more merit. But, you can't convince a Harlequin
reader to stop reading her interest. So why bother? The answer is simple:
if you have a horse, don't call it a cow!

Ufology Today

Since the last issue of SGJ, several things of note have occurred. Stanton
Friedman came to Winnipeg for a visit during the winter; I received word that
J. Allen Hynek has moved the CUFOS office to Phoenix; Michael Persinger has
published a lengthy' reply to my brief criticism of his TST; I have spoken at
a Psychic Fair in Winnipeg, and shared a booth with Roy Bauer; the Manitoba
Mysteries Research Association died an early death in March, 1985, due to a
decision made by one of its former members. In its place has risen, like a
Phoenix, the Manitoba Mysteries Group, headed by Roy Bauer and hmyself, with a
few others who don't want any PR (Roy is in charge of the paranormal research,
and I the "other stuff").

LoCs

Paul Devereux (through CUFOS; his letter is printed verbatim in CUFO5 Associate
Newsletter, v.6, #2, 1985); Jerome Clark (3); Richard Heiden; Steve George
(sorry I don't have the room to print your letter this ish, Steve); lMichael
Anteski; A.J. Gevaerd; W. Ritchie Benedict (any more reviews?); Steuart
Campbell (2).

Articles Recently Added to the UFOROM Library o

In the Geophysical Variables and Human Behavior series in Perceptual and Motor
Skills:

Rutkowski, Chris A. "XVI. Some Criticiems". v.58, 1984, pp.84O-842.

Persinger, M.A. "XXII. The Tectonogenic Strain Continuum of Unusual Events”.
v.60, 1985, pp'59'65'

Persinger, M.A. & Derr, J.S. "XXIII. Relations Between UFO Reports Within the
Uinta Basin and Local Seismicit{'. v.60, 1985, pp.1&3-152.

Michaud,Louise Y. & Persinger, Michael A. "XXV. Alteratians in Memory for a
Narrative Following Applicatian of Theta Frequency Electromagnetic Fields".
v.60, 1985, pp. 416-418.

Persinger, M.A. “XXVI. A Response to Rutkowski's Critique of the Tectonic Strain
Hypothesis for UFO Phenomena”. v.60, 1985, pp.575-582.

Other articles:

Anon. "Interview: J. Allen Hynek". OMNI, v.?, #5, Feb. 1985, pp.70+

Hart;el%i David. "Will Success Spoil SF?" Publishers Weekly, Nov.30, 1984,
PP.J31-33. =

Bova, Ben. "Science Fiction Today". Publishers Weekly, Dec. 21, 1984, p.19.

Zimmer, Try A. "Some Psychological Correlates of Possible UFO Sightings”.

» v.123, pt.2, Aug.1984, pp.199-206.

Jones, Libby. "Extraterrestrials in the Dewey Decimal System; or, A Study of the
Dewey Decimal Classification as Pertains to the Contact of Homo Sapiens with
Extraterrestrial Sentient Life~. Resources and Tec Services, v.26,
1982, pp. 188-191. o 2

Clark, Jerome. "Confessions of a Fortean Skeptic”. Forte~; Timeg, #41, Winter,
1983, pp. 26-30. i

Bord, Janet & Bord, Colin. "The Plezo-electric Birth-Trauma Syndrome”. Fortean
Iipes, #41, Winter, 1983, pp. 31-)3. 0

Henker, Barbara. "Bigfoot-prints; Just What was Out Walking in the Alberta
Snow?". Alberta Report, Dec.1?7, 1984, p.?

Zines Received

AFU Newsletter #27, Jan-Dec.1984 (final issue)(aorr{ to see it go)

Cambridgg UFO Research Group V.II, #18,19,20,21 1984-85 (8till the same high
ualit

C&FOS Agsociate Newsletter V.5 #6, V.6,#2 1984-1985

Delve #1 1985 (Gene Duplantier)

International Journal of Psychosomatics V.32 #1, 1985 (sent by Bert Schwarz)

Maple Leaf Rag #11,12,13,14 198

(John) Musgrave Mailing #459-51

Neology V.9 #6, V.10 #1 1985

Parapsychology News, Nov.1, 1984 (through Roy Bauer)

Phoenix Metaphysical Books Catalog #G-7 ’

Phoenix Metaphysical Books New Books Supplement #1,2,3,4,5,6,7

Revista Ufologia #1, March,;1985 (New! Brazilian ufozine, glossy cover, good
first issue. Thanks to A. Gevaerd)

SAF Bulletin V.16, #6 1984

SFEAR #1 Jan.1984 (Steve George)

UFO Newsclipping Service #185, Dec. 1984 (Lucius Farish)

UFO Potpourri #283(John Schuessler) X
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